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TONER

The final type of consumable is toner. Each model of laser printer uses a specific toner cartridge. We covered the types of toner cartridges in the discussions of the different types of printers. You should check the printer’s manual to see which toner cartridge it needs.

Real world scenario

Think before you refill


Just as with cartridges, you should always buy the exact model recommended by the manufacture. The toner cartridges have been designed specifically for a particular model. Additionally, never refill toner cartridges, for most of the same reasons we don’t recommend refilling ink cartridges. The printout quality will be poor, and the fact that you are just refilling the toner means you are not replacing the photosensitive drum (which is usually in side the cartridge), and the drum might need to be replaced. Simply replacing refilled toner cartridges with proper, name-brand toner cartridge has solved most laser printer quality problems we have run across. We keep recommending the right ones, but clients keep coming back with the refilled ones. The result is that we take our client’s money to slove  their print- quality problems when all it involves is a toner cartridge, out (usually repeat )advice to by the proper cartridge next time, and the obligatory minimum charge hour of labor (even though the job of replacing the cartridge take all of five minutes!
Options/upgrades

Most printer (especially laser printers) can be upgrades with different capabilities. This is done to add funcsions or to increase the printing capacity of a printer. As the complexity of laser printers increases, they are often becoming what are known as mopiers (short for multiple original copiers). Rather than your having to print one copy of a document and then copy it with doublesided and stapling or hole-punch options, the laser printer manufacturer has included those functions in the printer, so each printed “copy” is essentially an original.
   Each manufacturer, with the documentation for each printer, includes a list of allthe accessories, options, and upgrades a available for that printer. These options include the following:
+  memory

+ hard drives

+ NICs

+ trays and feeders

+ fineshers

+ scanners, fax modems, and copiers.

