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Print Consumables
Besides print media, other things in the printer run out and need to be replenished. These items are the print consumables. Most consumables are used to form the images on the print media. There are to main types of consumables in printer today: ink and toner. Toner is used primarily in laser printers; most other printers use ink.

INK

Ink is a liquid that is used to stain the paper. Printers use several different colors of ink, but the majorirty use some shade of black or blue. Both dot-matrix printers and bubble-jet printers use ink, but with different methods.

Dot-matrix printers use o cloth or polyester ribbon soaked in ink and coiled up inside a plastic case. This assembly is called a printer ribbon (or ribbon cartridge). It’s very similar to a typewriter ribbon, but instead of being coiled into the two rolls you’d see on a typewriter, the ribbon is continuously coiled inside the plastic case. Once the ribbon has run out of ink, it must be discarded and replaced. Ribbon cartridges are developed closed with their respective printers. For this reason, ribbons should be purchased from the same manufacture as the printer. The wrong ribbon could jam in the printer as well as cause quality problems.
Note: it is possible to re-ink a ribbon. Some vendors sell a bottle of ink solution that can be poured into the plastic casing, where the cloth ribbon will soak up the solution.


Bubble-jet cartridges have a liquid ink reservoir. The ink in these cartridges is sealed inside. Once the ink runs out, the cartridges must be removed and discarded. A new, full one is installed in it is place. Because the ink cartridge contains the printing mechanism as well as ink, it is like getting a new printer every time you replace the ink cartridge.


In some bubble-jet printers, the ink cartridge and the printhead  are in separate assemblies. This way, the ink can be replace when it runs out, and the printhead can be used several times. This works fine if the printer is desingned to work this way. However, some people think they can do this on their integrated cartridge/printhead system, using special ink cartridge refill kits. These kits consist of a syringe filled with ink and a long needle. The needle is used to puncture the top of an empty ink cartridge, and the syringe is then used to refill the reservoir. Don’t use these kits! See the warning about using them for more information.

WARNING: Do not use ink cartridge refill kits! These kits ( the ones you see advertised with a syringe and a needle) have several problems. First, the kits don’t use the same kind of ink that was originally in the ink cartridge. The new ink may be thinner, causing the ink to run out or not print properly. Also, the printhead is supposed to be replace around this same time. Refilling the cartridge doesn’t replace the printhead, so you will have print-quality problems. Finally, the hole the syringe leaves cannot be plugged and may allow ink to leak out. The bottom line: Buy new ink cartridges from the printer manufacture. Yes, they are a bit more expensive, but you will actually save money because you won’t have any of the problems described here.

